
Help Celebrate
The International Biodiversity Observation Year (IBOY)

2001-2002

Scientists around the world are reaching out in 2001 and 2002 to
share the wonders of Earth’s biodiversity and the journeys of

discovery to understand and conserve it.

Why do we need an International
Biodiversity Observation Year in
2001-2002?
Improving knowledge about
biodiversity may be the greatest
scientific challenge of the 21s t

Century. Only 13% (about 1.75
million) of species have been
taxonomically described by
sc ien t i s ts .  The  loca t ion ,
conservation
s t a t u s ,  a n d
impor tance to
ecosystems and to
humans, is known
for even fewer
species.

Exploring
biodiversity wil l
u n l o c k  m a n y
b e n e f i t s ,  f o r
e x a m p l e  b y
discovery of genes
and chemicals that
can improve crops, yield new
drugs, or restore polluted land.
Learning where species are, their
role in maintaining healthy
ecosystems and how we can
conserve them will be vital for
making wise decisions about our
land, rivers and oceans.

New technologies have put the
goal of understanding and
conserving biodiversity within reach
but scientists fear that much
biodiversity may be lost before
these efforts are successful.
Species extinction rates are 100 to
1000 times the background rate
expected without human influence.
A third or more of all species could
be on a path to extinction within the

next few decades. How much
biodiversity is conserved and the
benefits we derive from it will
largely depend on decisions we
make in the next few years.

Dive rs i t as , the international
program of biodiversity science,
has launched the IBOY as a
window in time to pull together to

collect and share
informat ion on
biodiversity that can
help us make wise
decisions about its
use and protection.

W h a t  i s
happening during
the IBOY?
Across the world,
l o c a l  t o

international
p r o j e c t s  a r e

answering the following questions:
•  What biodiversity do we

have and where is it?
•  What goods and services

does biodiversity provide?
•  How is  b iod ivers i ty

changing?
•  How can we conserve

biodiversity?

They are exploring well-known
biodiversity ‘hotspots’ such as
rainforests and coral reefs and less
familiar habitats such as the soil
beneath our feet, the deep sea,
and anchialine caves. They are
making their findings available
through the web, journals, books,
the press, film and television.
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